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The Lema'an Achai

Shabbat Hagadol Hagadah
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- y Kimcha D'Pischa is a very important Mitzvah, One who is
w needy but does not receive it approches the Seder evening like

a slave and cannoct celebrate the festival like a free man.
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A Message from the
Executive Director

Rabbi Avrohom Leventhal
Magid, although only one of the 15 steps
in the Seder night, is without question
the most important.

The word Hagada itself comes from
the same root as Magid =u. Both words
mean to tell. Magid being the action
of retelling and Hagada the tool with
which we perform.

Our actions of Pesach night are the
fulfillment of the
Mitzva of 722 mam...
an obligation to
recall the great
miracles of the

Magid tells the story of our
journey from bondage to freedom.

some semblance of a Seder. It might be
only matza and wine accompanied by
a worn Hagada, but even those basic
symbaols tell of the connection all Hews
have with the night of the 15th of Misan,
the birthday of Am Yisrael,

The great Chasidic Rebbe, the “"Ohev
Yisrael” of Viznitz, came to Eretz Yisrael
for the first time. After overhearing
conversation in the streets he said
that even the most secular of Israelis
understand the secret of the Jewish
people.

whenasked "How are you?" they usually
respond “Hakol
Bseder"(everything
is ok). The truth is

Each client family of Lema'an Achai that in fact "Hakol

Exodus from Egypt has their own story of beginning everything, is in the
that forged us into in crisis and ending with personal sSader

the Mation of lsraegl,

freedom and independence.

Thraugh Magid we

the Jewish people This Pesach, as we retell the story nfuse our children

of which we are of the history of the Jewish people with the

proudly members,

This Mitzva is not
simply relaying the
action and drama
of the story but
rather a confirmation of ocur ==

relationship to HaShem and g =~ -

His direct involvernent inour g% .*
lives, then, now and always. -l
Through transmission from
parent to child, the Jewish
nation has survived and
flourished to become a conduit of
heavenly blessing and a light unto the
world,

Most Jews, nomatter how affiliated, have
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events

let's remember the experiences of of the past that
Lema'an Achai families.

paved the way
for our today and
tomorrow.

=i And this is why no

} matter “which category” of

" the 4 sons our children may
'} belong to, we are obligated to
relate to them on their level,

It's not just another story. It's

OUR story.

May our fulfillment of this Mitzva
bring about the geula Shleima, the final
redemption,

Happy and Kosher Pesach!
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noan MM e 53 - Lat anyone who is in need come in and join the procass of
rehabilitation of Lema'an Achai

¥ BNYN -This year there are people around us who are in subjugation.

7R3N DAY - Next year, G-d willing, they will be free and redeemed.

This year we are slaves, next year we shall be free! From slavery and subjugation
to freedom and redemption- emctionally. socially and economically.

NOT ONLY FOR PESACH — BUT NOW AND FOREVER!

11171W1 i1117? Everything is different!

How is the Lema'an Achai program of ‘Smart Chesed' different from other
Chesed programs?

Cur program succeeds in redeeming the entire family from subjugation to
economic redemption!

The Lema'an Achai program aims at restoring the self-respect and self-
confidence to the family bread-winner(s)!

Cur program assists the needy to help himself and achieve independence -
without being beholden to others.
‘Smart Chesed', the Lema'an Achai program, performs Chesed at the highest

level of Tzedakah according to the Rambam.
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Shabbat HaGadol

The Shabbat before Pasach is called "Shabbat HaGadal " Why is it called that?

In Parashat "Bo” the Torah states: "On the tenth of this month they shall take for
themsalvas, each man a sheap for the family” In that yvear, 2448
ta the Creation, the tenth of Nisan fell on Shabbat

The gentile first-born came before the Children of |srael and asked
them: Why are you doing this? Why are vou taking a sheep on the
Sabbath? They replied.” This is the Passover offering to HaShem "
who will slay all the first-born of Egypt. They went before Pharach
and their parents and asked them to release the Children of Israel
50 that the first-born sons would not die. They refused and the
first-born made war against them and killed many of them

This is the meaning of the verse "to strike Egypt with its first-born.” The Holy One,
Blessed ba He, struck the Egyptians by means of their first-born.

Ancther reason that this Shabbat is called "Shabbat HaGadol” is that we read in
the haftarah (prophetical reading) the verse: "Behcld | send to you the Prophet
Elivahu, before the great and terrible day of the Lord."

And a further reason: The commandment to offer the Passover sacrifice was one
of the first commandments that invelved each of the Children of Israel. Through
this mitzvah, they achieved their religious majority, the status of an adult "Gadal”
who is obligated to fulfill all the commandments. This Shabbat celebrates the adult
status of the Jewish Paople.

What Do We Do on Shabbat HaGadol?

It cays in the Michna Berura: And today it is the custom of the rabbi to give a major discourse
on Shabbat HaGadel te imnstruct the people in G-d's ways and to teach them how to cbzerve
the festival properly. namely the laws of koshering, destroying hametz and baking matzah
and the other laws of Pezach. That iz to zay, it 1z a mitzvah en this Shabbat, referred to as
Shabbat HaGadol, to go and hear the laws of Pesach in advance of the festival in order to
learn how to carry them out properly.

In many communities it is customary to read part of the Haggadah on Shabbat HaGadol,
From "We were slaves" until "To atone for all our sing,” namely, the section callad "Magid”
where we recite the story of the Exadus.

Ne are happy to strengthen this practice and it is an honor to present you

with the "H:u':_iu:ii."n nj' Shabbat f'i:'lfji:dﬂi ﬂ'j- Lema’an Achai™
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We were slaves to our bank overdraft

and our bad spending habits.

Many studies show that families in the cy f poverty for yvears find it difficult to escape,
and remain subjugated to neediness - they, their children and their
children’s children, generation after generation

Therafore it is a great Mitzvah to fulfill the Rambam's highest level of
Tzedakah and re @ the family from the emaotional and economic
condition of poverty

IS Wor l‘I‘ly of praise!

And whoever supports Lema’an Achai and
‘Smart Chesed’- is worthy of praise!
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SHIRA'S LETTER

Shalom and greetings,

My namea is Shira L. | was a homemakear
for twenty years with many marital
problems. Over the years, six children
were born, and the fear of divorce
grew. Five years ago, | received a new
perspective that shed light on my life,
and with the remaining strength in me,
| decided to pursue studies in social
work. In the second year of my studies,
| summoned courage, initiated divorce
proceedings, and said "Enough!™ to the
abusive relationship | was subjected to.

It was a very stressful peried, one with
thoughts and worries that did not let
me rest. From above, God arranged
for me to do my practical training
at Lema'an Achai. | confided in my
instructor, Debbie Dissen, that | was
going through a divorce process and
had a troubling thought: how could |,
neading help myself, assist people in
need? Additionally, | told Debbie that
| was dropping out of my studies and

& LEMA'AN ACHAL | Braaking the Cycle of Poverty

had no time or inclination for learning
when my children, who needed basic
necassitias that | couldn't provide, warea
waiting. Also, there were electricity bills,
water bills, property tax, and more, all
waiting for payment. On a bright day, |
had to confront all this heavy burden,
feeling helpless and clueless. | was at a
loss! | decided to quit studying to work
and bring home some money.

Debbie heard me, saw my difficulty and
distress, and said. Shira, continue your
studies, and we, at Lema’an Achai, will
halp you. From that moment on, this
special family entered my life and my
family's life. Lema'an Achai believed
in me and my abilities and came to
my aid. They accompanied me with
compassionate kindness, and there is no
greater mitzvah than helping a person
stand on their own two feet. With the
wonderful assistance, my family and |
were able to stand on our awn.

It is fitting here to enumerate all the
assistance and services that they

Continued on page 17
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Continued from page 13

provided me with: | left an abusive
relationship of twenty vyears and
received emotional support with
almost full funding for over a year until
| emerged as a strong and empowearad
woman. Concurrently, | received
financial assistance and counselling on
a weaekly basis with Matti, who helped
me understand my income, monthly
expenses, in order to manage my
finances correctly.

Certainly, the failed marriage to which
my children were exposed affected
them, and here, ‘Lerna’an Achai’ also
assisted my children with emaotional
therapy. My eldest daughter studied
architecture and interior design, and
when she was almest finished with her
studies, she considered quitting due to
the divorce. Here too, ‘Lema’an Achail’
came and helped my daughter. From a
new computer for her work (as | didn't
have one to give her) to emotional
therapy

Thankfully, my daughter finished her
studies, went out and met a young man.
A date for the wedding was set. Again, |
experienced emotional pressure, wWorry,
and great concern. How will | make
her a wadding™ How much financial

A LEMAAN ACHAL | Breaking the Cycle of Poverty

M7 7 DY ONR - MaEn TN

help, if any, can | promise the young
couple® Once again, ‘Lema’an Achai’
accompanied and guided me in what to
commit myself and helped me buy her a
beautiful and dignified trousseau. Thank
God, my daughter finished her studies,
got married and has a child, works, and
provides for har family.

| feel that ‘Lema’an Achai’ is the light at
the end of the tunnel of my life, and it is
a great asset for me. They accompanied
me and will continue to accompany me
throughaut my life. They gave me the
graatast gift that | could give myself
They helped me in every way so that |
could finish my studies. Today, | am a
social worker and provide for my children
with dignity. Today, thanks to ‘Lema'an
Achai,’ | am on the giving side, not the
receiving. Today, | am a grandmother to
a sweet granddaughter, and my heart is
bursting with appreciationand gratitude
for this wonderful organization,

Lema‘an Achai has the mernit of putting
entire families on their feet, and | am
proof of one of these families.

With great appreciation,

SHIRA
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EITAN THE BARBER, - A PASSOVER TALE!
Eitan (a pseudonym) was deployed to
Gaza as early as 7th October in the early
hours of the morning. For over a hundred
days, he fought Hamas in Gaza and even
lost some of his comrades in the unit.

During this time, his wife, Rotem (a
pseudonym), and their two daughters (3
and 10 months old when the war broke
out) were forced to move to a hotel
in Kfar Maccabiah and cope with the
complex reality of leaving their familiar
home in Ashkelon and the daily worry
about Eitan's weall-beaing in Gaza Recently,
after about three months in the hotel, his
wife and daughters returned to
Ashkelon,

Eitan was met by the CED of -
‘Lema'an Achai’ at a barbecue =
event, one of many organized

by Lema'an Achai for soldiers
across the country. Eitan told the CEQ
that he was under tremendous pressure,
not just because of the fighting or being
separated from his family, but also
because he had opened a new barbershop
in Ashlelon for children just six months
before the war, and since the outbreak of
the war, he had beesn accumulating more
and more debts. The state compensated
him with a meager sum that did not cover
the family's living expenses, and in the
meantime, he was accumulating debts for
the business, mainly because he couldn't
afford the fixed expenses.

Although according to the business plan,
the barbershop was not expected to be
significantly profitable during this period,
as it takes time to build trust and establish
a reputation in the city, at this stage, it
should have at least covered the fixed
expenses.

The CEQ of the organization reassured

A LEMA AN ACHAL | Braaking the Cycle of Poverty

Eitan and asked for his parmission to halp.
Based on his many years of experience,
the CEC understood that Eitan needed
assistance without compromising his
dignity. Eitan needed a sense of success
and not to feel like he had become
a burden and a reality of poverty He
suggested to Eitan that the next time he
leaves home, he should meet with the
financial advisors of 'Lema'an Achai’, and
assured him that ‘Lema‘an Achai’ would
not let him and his family down. "You are
an Israeli hero, and this is the least we can
do to help you” the CEQ told him

The next day, ‘Lema’an Achai’ sent a driver
from Beit Shemesh to Ashkelon with “first

aid" boxes fillad with assentials,
__ clothing,  hygiene  products,

vouchers, food packages, and
{—~ aspacially “hug packages for
the family,” including grocery
shopping vouchers, a voucher for
a cosmetician and massage therapist, and
games for the daughters. Just to ease the
family's burden a bit.

After about two weeks, Eitan was
discharged from the military and entered
a significant process with the financial
advisors of "‘Lema’an Achail,” and within a
few weeks, he managed to significantly
reduce the debts. The ‘Lema’an Achal
team also negotiated with the creditors,
and in addition, a new, better business
plan was formulated, at no cost, to put the
barbershop on a better footing and make
it more profitable. Eitan was finally happy
Smart Chasad in the midst of war!

‘Lema’an Achal’ will continue to support
Eitan and his family in the coming manths
until he achieves complete success.

In the upcoming Passover, Eitan and
Rotem will be able to celebrate with their
daughters and their entire family, as truly
free people.
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Whoever has not said these three things on Pesach has not fulfilled
his obligation, and these are they: Pesach, Matzah and Maror

In Lema'an Achai we say that as long as we have not made it possible for every
Jew to be able to celebrate Pesach by eating a festive meal, Matzah

and even Marer (bitter herbs), we have not fulfilled the cbligation of A5 1
'Smart Chesed’ on Pesach. .. o My
This Pesach, hundreds of families will celebrate Passover with joy, ; L )

reclining like royvalty, drinking four cups of wine, eating Matzah and b?!".s\
rejoicing on the festival - thanks to the donors, volunteers and "“V'(
staff of Lema'on Achai!!
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The Expressions of Redemption
of Lema’an Achai:

We have taken thousands families out of the cycle of poverty since 2000,

We have saved hundreds of families in the past year from need and its
influences.

We have redeemed them from shame, dependence on others and having to
receive handouts.

We have taken them from subjugation to redemption - actual redemption!
And we have brought many thousands to emotional and economic freedom.
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11777 - It would have been enough!
Had we been involved in financial advice and not in social work - 11777!

Had we only been invelved in mentering and psychological and secial
rehabilitation, and not helped the families with counseling and actualizing their
rights - 13777!

Had we only been involved in collecting and distributing Food products and not
offered vocational training - 1377 T1!

Had we only opened a second-hand store, and not helped single mothers with
our “Sisters Circle” project - 13777!

Had we only carried out the mentoring program, “Big Brothers and Sisters” and
not helped young couples with “Likrat Kallah” or "Matrimony” projects - 13777!

If we had only given support to hundreds of families throughout the vear, and
not distributed Matanat L'evyonim and Kimcha D'Pischa - 13777!

Had we only provided assistance to the less fortunate and not helped sach
membear of the family - 12777
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